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NOTE:  I entered the University of Maryland, College Park, in 1968 at the age of sixteen, and after two years left to take work in factories in Baltimore for fifteen years.  In 1985 I left my career as a factory worker to finish my bachelor’s and my master’s in creative writing simultaneously.  I was enrolled in the non-residency program at the University of the State of New York (now Excelsior College) when I entered Brown University, where I worked on both degrees at once.  In 1986, I completed the bachelor’s and in Literature in English the following year I completed my master’s in Creative Writing with a specialization in playwriting.

_____________________________________________________________________________

POETRY

In 1974 I published my first poem in a student publication at the University of Maryland, College Park, and in 1975, I gave my first poetry reading, again at the University of Maryland.   In the late 1970’s I began to publish more regularly in small journals.  The manuscript of my first book, Water Song, was a finalist in the 1983 Walt Whitman Award competition, and in 1985 it was published in the Callaloo series at the University of Virginia.  Since that first book, I have published nine others, and an eleventh collection, a translation into Arabic is now in press.  It is due in the spring of 2010 as part of a publishing project in United Arab Emigrate.

JOURNALISM

In 1980 I launched my career as a free lancer for the Baltimore Sunpapers by writing op-eds.  As the years went by I also wrote feature stories, book reviews, and travel stories.  I also wrote for the Baltimore City Paper, the Baltimore Afro-American, the Philadelphia Inquirer, the Boston Globe, and the Chicago Tribune.  

EDITING

In 1980 I founded 7th Son Press and the literary journal Blind Alleys.  The journal was active for five years, and 7th Son was a partner in the publication of an anthology of Baltimore poets entitled Gathering Voices along with Tropos press and Dolphin-Moon press.  In 1996, I took over Obsidian III at North Carolina State University and headed that journal until December, 2001, when I resigned in order to pursue my Fulbright in Taiwan.

PLAYWRITING

As a student in the graduate writing program at Brown, my focus was in playwriting and theater.  I had two playwriting instructors, the late George Houston Bass and Paula Vogel.  Vogel was my thesis advisor, and Bass was my mentor.  My graduate thesis was a full length play, Rosa, which became my first professional production in 1993 at Philadelphia’s Venture Theater in a small Equity production.  Later that same year I won the PDI Award from ETA Creative Arts Foundation in Chicago for another play, Elvira and the Lost Prince.  I have written approximately twenty plays.  Most recently, I have accepted an invitation to join a joint theater project between the University of Louisville and theater organizations in China, the objective of which is to write a play inspired by the history of Chinese and African Americans in Mississippi in the nineteenth century.

SHORT FICTION

My short fiction is included in Gloria Naylor’s anthology Children of the Night and Maria Gillan’s anthology Identity Lessons.

TEACHING

My college-level teaching career began when I graduated from Brown.  At the time of my graduation I was already an adjunct Assistant Professor at Essex County College in Newark, New Jersey, and I worked as an adjunct there and in New York at NYU and CUNY campuses until I received a tenure track appointment in the English department at Rutgers Camden, where I received tenure with distinction in 1995 as an early candidate.

In the spring of 1997 I served as poet in residence at the Stadler Center for poetry at Bucknell University, and that fall I accepted a position as visiting professor in the English department at Simmons College.  In the spring semester of 1998 I accepted an endowed chair at Simmons as Alumnae Professor of English, which is my current position.

THE ZORA NEALE HURSTON LITERARY CENTER

As part of my appointment at Simmons I was asked to build a literary center within the college.  In its ten year history, the Zora Neale Hurston Center was essentially a programming unit that hosted readings by poets and writers over the years, beginning with Alicia Ostriker and including poets such as Cynthia Hogue, Natasha Trethaway, Marilyn Chin, and many more.  In 2004 the center hosted a gathering of Chinese poets, scholars, and translators, and in 2008, there was a second gathering.  A chronology of my work in China and Taiwan follows this narrative.

NOTE:  Due to the fiscal downswing that has overtaken many institutions, the ZNH Center is in an indefinite state of suspension. 

A CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY

My Creative and Scholarly Work in China and Taiwan
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2002
The Fulbright Experience in Taiwan

I spent the spring semester of 2002 teaching in Taiwan as a Fulbright scholar at National Taiwan University (NTU)  in Taipei, and Taipei National University of the Arts (TNUA) in Kuandu.  It was during this time that I received my Chinese name from Dr. Chinghsi Perng, who was chair of the theater department at NTU.  

At the end of the semester I made my first trip to Beijing, China, as a tourist for a one week vacation.

2002
The Beginning of My Formal Studies of Mandarin

When I returned to my teaching duties at Simmons in the fall semester following my time in Taiwan, I began studying Mandarin formally at Simmons by using the faculty audit.  I completed the two year program, first with Zhigang Liu, and then with Alister Inglis, both of whom teach at Simmons as full time faculty.  My textbooks were from Beijing and were written in the new, simplified style.  I began my studies on all three levels, speaking, reading, and writing.

2003
World Congress of Poets in Taipei

My participation in this gathering of poets in Taiwan was my introduction to the community of Chinese poets there, and it was from this point that I began to formulate ideas for convening a conference of Chinese poets and specialists in the field in Boston.

2004
The Simmons International Chinese Poetry Conference

When I convened this conference in October, 2004, I discovered it was the first such gathering of specialists in the field with working poets from China, Taiwan, and Hong Kong ever held outside of China or Taiwan.  Major poets, including Wang Xiaoni, a matriarch in the contemporary scene, Yu Jian, one of the most well known poets in China today, Zang Di, a Beijing University professor and leading poet attended.  Moreover, two of the grand old men of Chinese poetry, Zheng Chouyu and Yu Kwangchung, attended.  My co-director was Dr. Michelle Yeh, and we were joined by Gorin Malmqvist, the Swedish Academy specialist in contemporary Chinese literature and Dr. Christopher Lupke of Washington State University, among many others.

2004- 2005
The Taipei Language Institute (TLI)

After the conference described above, I moved to Taiwan for the remainder of my sabbatical year for the purpose of studying Mandarin intensely.  I enrolled in the Taipei Language Institute, one of the larger private schools in the country that also has branches in China, and I completed the first part of the intermediate level of the curriculum.  I continued on all three levels while switching to the traditional style of writing.  I completed a comprehensive test with a score of A- for speaking and reading, and B+ for writing.  These records are available at the Gotlieb Center at Boston University.

2005
Beijing University Lecture

During a tour of Mainland China in April, I gave a lecture on the dual process of studying Chinese and writing poems in Chinese, which is to say language acquisition and creativity.  While in Beijing the Chinese Writers’ Association awarded me its gold friendship medal.

2005
Teaching Taijiquan in Taiwan

After returning to Taiwan in April, I moved into the He Nan Buddhist monastery and temple in Hualien, Taiwan, to teach Taijiquan to the nuns and monks and to write.

2007
Teaching at Fu Jen Catholic University in Taiwan

In the summer of 2007, I moved to Taiwan for two months to teach a graduate seminar in African American literature at Fu Jen Catholic University and to return to the Taipei Language Institute to continue my language studies in the next section of the intermediate level, on all three levels, speaking, reading, and writing.

2008
The Simmons International Chinese Poetry Festival

On October 3rd to 5th of that year I convened another international gathering of Chinese poets from abroad and specialists in the field, but this time I also invited American poets, many of them from the Boston area.  The idea of a festival was to emphasize more of a celebratory atmosphere and organization, as the theme was of a festival as a long workshop on translation with readings in Chinese and English.  Photographs were taken by a professional, Mr. Don West.

2009
Lecturing and Studying in Taiwan and China

In May, 2009, I moved to Taipei, Taiwan, to spend two months lecturing in Taiwan and China and studying in Taiwan.  I gave the keynote address at the annual literary conference at Asia University and then traveled to Beijing to give lectures on contemporary American poetry at Beijing Normal University, Foreign Studies University, and Capital Normal University.  In Shenyang City I gave an interview for an internet news source.  Back in Taiwan I spent five weeks of daily language study at TLI.

2009 
www.transpoet.com
In late spring 2009, I began the construction of a website devoted to the translation of poems primarily back and forth between Chinese and English but extending to any interested poets from other languages.  The site is being constructed by Wu Design.  The site will be launched in December 2009/January 2010.

NOTE: I have written and published original poems in Chinese, most notably in an anthology edited by Sandra Meek entitled Deep Travel.  My translations have appeared in Drunken Boat.

Afaa Michael Weaver 

Curriculum Vitae

(Papers on Repository in Boston University’s Howard Gotlieb Archives)

Occupation:
Poet, Playwright, Fiction Writer, Free Lance Journalist, Editor, and University and College Professor

Contact info:
Simmons College/ Zora Neale Hurston Literary Center  


300 The Fenway Boston, MA  02115 (617 521-2220)

Date/Place of Birth:

b. Michael S. Weaver November 26, 1951 Baltimore, MD 

Education:
University of Maryland :1968-70 no degree; Morgan State University, 1975 no degree; Excelsior College 1983-86  B.A. Literature in English; Brown University, 1985-87  M.A. Creative Writing.

Foreign Languages:
French, Intermediate Reading, Writing, and Speaking


Spanish, Elementary Reading


Chinese, Intermediate Reading, Writing, and Speaking

Military Service:
1970-73 342nd Army Security Agency USAR


Honorable Discharge, Member of American Legion

Professional
1997- Present Alumnae Professor of English 

Experience:
Simmons College (endowed chair, tenured full professor)


1997- Present, Founder and Director, The Zora Neale Hurston Literary Center (ZNH Center) at Simmons College


1990-97- Associate Professor of English


Rutgers University, Camden, New Jersey


(1995- I received early tenure with distinction)


1988-90- Adjunct Assistant Professor of English


New York University, New York, New York


1988-90- Writing Consultant Seton Hall Law School


Newark, New Jersey


1988-90- Adjunct Lecturer City University of New York


Brooklyn College Brooklyn, New York

1988-90- Adjunct Lecturer City University of New York


Borough of Manhattan Community College


New York, New York


1987-88- Adjunct Lecturer Essex Community College,


Newark, New Jersey


1987-90, Artist in Residence New Jersey State Arts


Council


1985- 95, Editor and Founder, Seventh Son Press


Baltimore, Maryland


1996-01, Editor, Obsidian III Department of English


North Carolina State University, Raleigh, North Carolina


1980- Present Free Lance Journalist (40 articles) Baltimore Sunpapers, Baltimore Afro-American, Philadelphia Inquirer, Boston Globe, Chicago Tribune, Inside Kung-fu 


1971-85, Semi-skilled worker Procter & Gamble



Baltimore Manufacturing Plant


1970-71, Semi-skilled worker Bethlehem Steel


Baltimore Manufacturing Plant

Courses Taught:
Simmons College: Graduate: Creative Writing, Dramatic Imagination in America; Undergraduate:  Creative Non-Fiction, Creative Writing, Modern Poetry, Intro to Theory


Rutgers University: Graduate: Poetry Workshop,


Playwriting Workshop; Undergraduate: World Masterpieces, Black Literature, Black Women in Fiction


and Film, Free Lance Journalism, Introduction to Literature, Composition


New York University: Graduate: Black Poetry; Undergraduate: Creative Writing, African-American Drama 


Brooklyn College: Composition, Introduction to Literature


Borough of Manhattan Community College: Composition, Introduction to Literature


Essex County College: Composition, Introduction to Literature

Service as Member
1999-2007  PEN New England

Of Professional 
Member of Executive Board

Boards:


1993- Present Playwrights Discovery & Development


Initiative, Panel Member ETA Productions


Chicago, Illinois


1993-97 Pennsylvania State Arts Council


Panel Member for Organizational Grants


1984-85 Maryland State Arts Council


Panel Member for Organizational Grants


1997- Present, First Elder for


Cave Canem Retreat for African American Poets

Published
Water Song University Press of Virginia 

Books:
Charlottesville, Virginia, 1985


Gathering Voices, Seventh Son Press, Dolphin Moon Press,


& Tropos Press, Baltimore, Maryland, 1985


some days it’s a slow walk to evening, Paradigm Press


Providence, Rhode Island 1989


My Father’s Geography, University of Pittsburgh Press,


Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 1992


Stations in a Dream, Dolphin-Moon Press


Baltimore, Maryland 1993


Timber and Prayer, University of Pittsburgh Press

 



Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 1995


Talisman, Tia Chucha Press/ Northwestern University


Chicago, Illinois, 1998


The Ten Lights of God, Bucknell University Press


Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, 2000


Sandy Point, The Press of Appletree Alley


Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, 2000


Multitudes/ poems selected and new, Sarabande Books


Louisville, Kentucky, 2000


These Hands I Know, Sarabande Books


Louisville, Kentucky, 2000


The Plum Flower Dance/ poems 1985 to 2005


University of Pittsburgh Press, 2007


In the Wind a translation into Arabic by Wissal Al-Allaq


of selected and unpublished poems (forthcoming spring/summer 2010)

Professional
1993, Rosa, Venture Theater, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Theater Productions:
(a small Equity production)


1993, Elvira and the Lost Prince, ETA Theater


Chicago, Illinois, (winner of PDI Award)


Berea Staged Reading Spruce Street Theater


Philadelphia, 1998


Rollback Staged Reading Spruce Street Theater Project


Philadelphia, 2001

Editing Experience:
1980-1989 Founder and Editor 7th Son Press


Blind Alleys literary journal


1996-2000 Editor in Chief Obsidian III

North Carolina State University


Raleigh, NC

Awards:
2009- May Sarton Award from New England Poetry Club


2008- Pushcart Prize for “American Income”


2003- Finalist, Independent Book Publishers 


for These Hands I Know


2002- Fulbright Visiting Scholar


National Taiwan University, Taipei, Taiwan


Taipei National University of the Arts, Kuandu, Taiwan


1998- Pew Fellow, Pew Charitable Trusts


Philadelphia, Pennsylvania


1997, 90- Outstanding Young Man of America


1995- Grantee, Pennsylvania State Council on the Arts


1991- Finalist, Colorado Playwrights Award


1993- Winner, PDI Playwrights Award ETA Theater


Chicago, Illinois


1989, Finalist, Seattle Multicultural Playwrights Award


Seattle Theater


1983- Finalist for the Walt Whitman Award


1985, Poetry Fellowship from the


National Endowment for the Arts 


1985, University Fellow, Brown University





1967-68, National Honor Society


Baltimore Polytechnic High School


1967- Finalist, National Merit Scholarship


Baltimore Polytechnic High School

Listings:
Wikipedia



Dictionary of Literary Biography 


National Archives, Washington, D.C.



(contains oral recordings of my work done under


Gwendolyn Brooks, Consultant in Poetry to the Library


of Congress)

Public Poetry
***1975- Present (approximately 300 readings) 

Readings:
Highlights:

(partial list)
1985- Midday Series, Library of Congress, Poetry Office


1985- Race Today London, England


1987- Reading with E. Ethelbert Miller, Library of Congress, Poetry Office


2000-01 25 readings here and abroad for Multitudes


2000- University of Paris, Sorbonne Paris, France


Spring 2008 – approximately 20 readings in the U.S.


for The Plum Flower Dance 

Television, Film,
Highlights:

and Radio
2007- Basic Black WGBH Boston interview with Kim McLarin

Appearances:
2003- WVIA Scranton/Wilkes-Barre FM radio program with host Erika Funke for The Ten Lights of God

2000- appeared in film A String of Pearls by Camille


Billops and Jim Hatch September, 2000 Toronto Film Festival

Addendum:
Practitioner of Taijiquan since 1979


Tien Shan Pai Association


1st degree black sash-- World Kuoshu Federation.  

References:
Dr. Ching-hsi Perng 


National Taiwan University


Dr. James V. Hatch, Emeritus


City University of New York


Co-Director, Hatch Billops Archives


Dr. Henry Louis Gates


Harvard University


